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Candid photographic essay shining a 
spotlight on the continued stereotypical views 
society holds, and the differing expectations 
placed, on the sexes.  

None of the views expressed in the text under the 
images are my own.  

They have all been identified from conversations, social 
interaction, the workplace, politics, advertising and the 
media. When viewed in conjunction with the images, the 
texts, wherever possible, are the same to highlight the 
differing way we perceive and treat women and men. 

Informing these images is the important and topical issue of what are the defining factors that make up masculinity and 
femininity? Some assumptions about gender are based on societal norms and peer groups, while others on an outdated 
view of evolutionary biology. Are women really programmed by their biology to care for the children and the elderly 
while their men metaphorically chase their dinner across the Savannah? 

Photographer Ian Hoskin is no stranger to the negative impact of gender stereotyping. In the 1980’s, and after the arrival 
of his first child, he and his partner made the decision that he would be the one to stay at home and look after the 
children. At the time it was an incredibly uncommon family lifestyle choice and they came across suspicion and 
discrimination by both men and women —from the basic inference that it was somehow ‘unmanly’ to accusations that 
their home life was ‘unnatural.’ As a result Ian started to document these stereotypical female and male mind-sets 
which was to become Ladies First. Today, and after a thirty-five year time gap, he questioned whether the photos he’d 
taken would still be relevant. But, with the continued evidence of such basic social inequalities —from the percentage of 
women occupying senior roles to the recent revelations of the BBC pay gap—  he realised that it had become even 
more important to contribute to the gender discussion in order to force change.  

Accessible, bold and entertaining Ladies First will engage readers and prompt them to not only identify and question 
traditional female and male stereotypes but also their on behaviours and outlook on life.  

About the author: Born and raised in Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, photographer Ian Hoskin left school at an early age and 
without qualifications. Instead he spent much of the 1970’s travelling and photographing through Iran, Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, India and Nepal. After returning to the UK he decided to resume his studies and gained a place to study Fine 
Arts at the University of Sheffield. In the early 80’s he made the move to London to complete an art teaching Post 
Graduate degree and went on to work as an art teacher. He later went on to become an education organiser for the 
under 16’s working in the entertainment industry —including TV show Grange Hill and the blockbuster Harry Potter 
films. Since 2010 he’s returned to focussing on his own personal, and freelance, photography most recently working on 
a series of portraits of artists who live and work in Devon on behalf of Hospice and a series based on his travels in India 
and Cuba. He lives with his partner in the East End of London. Ladies First (published by Clink Street Publishing 26th 
October RRP £12.99 paperback) is available to purchase from online retailers including amazon.co.uk and to order from 
all good bookstores. For more information please visit http://www.ianhoskin.co.uk 
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