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PRESS RELEASE 
High-octane international conspiracy thriller exploring the dark side of 
carbon trading as a front for the exploitation of natural resources in this 
exciting debut from an environmental lawyer !!
!

At the end of the decade, the international response to climate change has defaulted to a fragmented carbon market 
resulting in a heated battleground between militant anti-capitalist activists and private industry leaders. Emil Pfeffer, a 
director in the new UN body tasked with regulating the market, believes he is making a difference, but in reality, he’s 
barely ventured outside his cocooned bureaucrat’s existence. During Emil’s official address at C-World, the biggest 
global carbon market conference of the year, an audience member challenges him over the integrity of his staff, 
announcing to the conference that one has been arrested in Papua New Guinea (PNG). The resulting suspicions cast over 
his office, and the subsequent death of his colleague, forces Emil to wake up from his cosseted world and embark on his 
own unofficial and ultimately dangerous investigations into what really happened in  the remote forests of PNG.  

Before long, Emil realises that he has stumbled upon a web of political corruption at the highest level, but as events 
unfold he is unsure of who to trust, leading him to confront his deputy, Dominik Baumann. Baumann warns Emil that the 
greater risk comes not from the militant environmental groups whose activities Emil has become obsessed with, but 
from shady private parties intent on protecting their financial interests in resource rich developing countries like PNG.  
After a series of incidents culminating in an almost fatal explosion at Emil’s flat, he and Dominik embark on a search to 
find evidence of what is really happening in PNG - travelling first to India, before heading directly to the remote location 
of the forest conservation projects that underpin the new PNG carbon trading arrangements. The two men quickly 
discover the new and shocking evidence they need to unveil the conspiracy, but they have played straight into the hands 
of the very forces trying to stop them, doubled-crossed by someone Emil relied on and trusted to help them. With 
nobody knowing where they are being held, Emil and Dominik face the terrifying prospect of never leaving the remote 
Western Highlands of PNG alive and failing to save the fragile climate agreements that the world is relying on. 

Carbon Black is the first novel in Declan Milling’s audacious environmental thriller trilogy. Milling has drawn upon his 
professional expertise from working around the world as an environmental lawyer to create a realistic and insightful 
story focusing on the very real issue of climate change. A concern close to his heart is the gradual destruction of the 
developing world’s rich biodiversity from both legal and illegal logging, unregulated mining and political corruption. 
Papua New Guinea, which is the central location featured in Carbon Black, is a country where Milling has worked and 
witnessed some of these practices firsthand. The first instalment of Milling’s trilogy, Carbon Black, is a set to entertain 
fans of gritty and fast-paced conspiracy thrillers as well as engage readers in topical issues concerning the environment 
and climate change.  !
About the author: Declan Milling has over thirty years experience practising as an environmental lawyer. Born in 
Australia, he holds bachelor degrees in science and law and a masters degree in environmental law. Currently based in 
the United Kingdom Declan divides his time between London and Edinburgh. Carbon Black by Declan Milling 
(published by Clink Street Publishing RRP £8.99 paperback, RRP £2.99 ebook) is available from November 14th online at 
retailers including amazon.co.uk and can be ordered from all good bookstores. For more information please visit 
www.declan-milling.com. !
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