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A Father’s Betrayal 
by Gabriella Gillespie !!
PRESS RELEASE !
Mother murdered, sold as a child bride by her father, and  
seventeen years of violence suffered at the hands of  her abusive 
husband, one woman finally finds  her voice and epitomises hope 
and inspiration for women everywhere in this unflinching 
memoir. !

“I hope to bring to light and open people’s eyes to what is still 
happening to British girls today” !!

Gabriella Gillespie was only six  years old when her father was found guilty of her mother’s murder. Following his 
release from prison just four years later, Gabriella was sent back to live with the monster who had destroyed her 
childhood. Shortly afterwards, Gabriella and her sisters were sold by their father as child brides to Yemen, in the 
Arabian Peninsula. Married for the second time by the age of fifteen, Gabriella would spend the next seventeen 
years in a horrific, abusive marriage, giving birth to five children in quick succession. Desperate to provide a better 
life for her young family, Gabriella finally summoned the courage to flee to the British Embassy, where she 
managed to secure safe passage back to Britain for her and her children. Now, after the death of her father, 
Gabriella can at last share her inspirational story and reveal how her bond with her sisters helped to keep them 
alive. !
Born in Newport, South Wales to a British-born mother and Arabic father, Gabriella and her three sisters believed 
themselves to be part of a happy, loving family. That belief was shattered the day before their mother’s birthday 
when their devoted mum mysteriously disappeared. Her father maintained that she had abandoned the family; it 
wasn’t until a year later, after a huge manhunt, that he was arrested and charged with her murder. Gabriella and 
her three sisters were taken into foster care for the four years their father was imprisoned. When he was released 
Social Services returned them into his care. It was on Gabriella’s 13th birthday that they travelled to Yemen where 
the four sisters were separated and sold. Her eldest sister committed suicide on her wedding night. Gabriella was 
sold twice; her first husband died after just six weeks of marriage, her second abused her physically and 
emotionally for almost two decades, yet Gabriella still hung onto the hope that her father would come to her 
rescue; Gabriella would believe in his innocence until the day he turned on her with shotgun. After a year hidden in 
a safe house, the British Embassy brought Gabriella and her five children safely back to Britain.   !
Gabriella Gillespie’s arresting memoir A Father’s Betrayal presents a harrowing yet inspirational tale highlighting 
the strength and endurance of the human spirit. Gabriella’s memoir helps to bring the issue of Child Brides to the 
world stage highlighting the ever present need to speak out about the atrocities happening to young women 
around the world today.  !
About the author: Today, Gabriella Gillespie lives in Bristol where she works as a full-time carer to her youngest 
son. She will be one of female rights photojournalist Stephanie Sinclair’s guests at the Too Young to Wed 
exhibition, part of the Girl Summit 2014, which opens later this month. A Father’s Betrayal by Gabriella Gillespie 
(published by Clink Street, RRP £9.99, paperback, £3.99, ebook) will be available from July 2014 online at retailers 
including amazon.co.uk and can be ordered from all good bookstores. 
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